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Joint News Relcnsc 
Unified command working to a!;_~ess water quality near ITC s ite 
FOR IMME.DIA.TE RELEASE 

Thursday, March 21 , 20 19 

l\·f-edla Contacts: 
Cily of Deer Pad 
Kristin Callahan 
281-709-8658 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
Rrian McGovern 
Phone: 512-239-5003; Mobile: 512-839-1142 

Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
Carmen J\&sumo 
214~665 -2200 

U.S. Coasl Guard 
Petty Officer Kelly Pal'ker 
832,-293 -1293 

Teams and contra.ctors from the c ity of Deer Park, Harris County, TCEQ, EPA, and the U.S. Coast Guard are working together 
to eval uate impacL~ lo Tucker Bayou and the HoLL'-IOn Ship Channel surrm1nding lnlcrconlincnlal Terminals Co. in DccT Park, 
which recently dealt with several large fires in its chemical storage tanks. 

The city of Deer Park reports that nm-off of foam and chemical resulting from the fi re response do not pose a threat to the 
qu.ality of tbe city's drinking water. Driu.kiJJg waler is pnJVi<lcd Lo the city hy the Coastal Waler /\ Ltlbority, which draws fn.1tn 
the Trinity River. Water is stored in a reservoir located northeast of the Lynchburg Ferry. From there, it travels through a closed 
pipe system to Deer Park custome!'s. Water in the municipal water system does not come into contact with the water impacted 
by the fire response. Furthennore, the public water system is designed to treat debris that has fallen, such ru ash, that may have 
cncounlercd untn,.ated \V.ller stored at the drinking waler pbnl. Treated water is contained within a precssuri~d distribution 
system. L1bora.t.ory testfag of the city of Deer P ark's war.er revealed no evidence of benzene. The only volatile organic 
eompound5 detected were the lotal lrihalomelhanes at 14 micrograms per li ter, which is well below Lhc maximum allowed 80 
1nic-rograms per liter ,vhic-h is a disinfectant byproduct. 

The area north o f Texas 225 drains toward the HoLLs;ton Ship Channel , whic h is no t u~cd hy any public water system in the 
Hnns1n11 ,.,.,,,, :,s • snmr.P. fnr rlrinkim, w'1tP.r n.,_,,, P,11-lc r P.sirlP.11ts whn "''" WP. I Is nnrth nf TP.x:,s: '.l')"i <:hnulrl h,n.-P. thP.ir w:,f"r 
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tested before us ing. 

Teams are looking out for and working to contain any chemicals that may be coming from the site, which include the industrial 
chemicals stored there and firefighting foam used to fight the fire and suppress vapors. 

The Coast Guard directed the placement of close to 3,000 feet of containment and sorbent boom al strategic locations along the 
faei liLy 'i; drainage outfaU incl uding Tucker and Hu[fa ln bayous, a:rid the Houslnn Ship Channe l lo contain discharge caused 
by the overflow of fire fighting water and foam from the facility s containment area and art exclusionary boom has been placed 
around the l:fall leship Tex.as and the cmrance lo Santa .Ana Bayou as a precautionary measure Lo prevent impact Lo these 
sensitive areas. If at any time, air or water sampling indicates a safety risk to operations on the Houston Ship Channel, the 
Captajn of the Port will take immediate action to cease operations in the impacted a.!'ea. Employees working at facilities along 
the Houston Ship Channel should fo llow safely instrnction. issued by their local and county officials. 

TCEQ began sampling water on Tuesday from Tucker Bayou to the Houston Ship Channel and at drainage outfalls adjacent to 
the facility. Collected samples were first submitted by TCEQ's contractor to a certified ·water laboratory early \Vednesday; 
however results for certain compounds can take 24 hours while others can take as long as 72 hours_. to be processed and 
finalized. EPA began collecting ·water samples in Tucker Bayou on March 20, and in Buffalo Bayou on March 21. 

See ci of Deer Park, Harris Coun TCEQ 's ITC Fire Incident web a e and EPA for updates concerning th.is response. 
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